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Proudly Announcing

The Port Moody Ecological Society

Fingerling Festival
A wonderful event for both children and adults

Saturday, May 7, 2005, 11 AM to 3 PM

Noons Creek Hatchery and Port Moody Rec Centre

300 Ioco Road
Help us release our salmon fry into Noons Creek to start their great journey

Food, crafts, face-painting and lots more...displays showcasing Streamkeepers groups,
naturalists, and other groups dedicating to conserving our wild heritage.

For further information please contact:
Dave Bennie at 604-942-8059 or Noons Creek Hatchery at 604-469-9106

The 2004 Fingerling Festival was a huge success, with thousands of salmon released,
$3000  raised for the Port MoodyEcological Society, and a good time had by all.
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The Creek Crier  is published quarterly by the Port Moody
Ecological Society, 300 Ioco Road, Port Moody, B.C., Canada,
V3H 2V7

Editor: Matt Townsend
Phone: 604-253-4704

Email: mj_townsend@msn.com
Submissions on any related topics are welcome! The editor
reserves the right to edit for length, spelling and grammar.
Reprinting of articles appearing in The Creek Crier is by
permission of the editor.

The Port Moody Ecological Society engages in community-
directed education fostering ecological awareness among all
ages.  We operate a hatchery and a water quality testing
laboratory on Noons Creek in Port Moody, and conduct nature
interpretation programs for elementary school students. We
also offer work/study experience to interested high-school
students.

New members are always welcome.  Membership fees are:

$5/yr. Student  $75/yr. Patron

$15/yr. Individual   $150/yr. Corporate

$20/yr. Family  $150 Lifetime

For more information about the Port Moody Ecological Society
call the Noons Creek Hatchery at 469-9106.

2004 PMES Officers
Acting President Lesley Fell 604-939-5874
Past President Kirsten Doucette 604-930-8653
Treasurer John Andrew 604-941-9257
Secretary Emi Mamiya 604-720-7492
Hatchery
Manager Nancy Aichberger 604-524-5967
Lab Director Jim Mattson 604-469-0833
School
Programs Nancy Aichberger 604-524-5967
Community
Outreach Dave Bennie 604-942-8059
Fundraising
Director (currently recruiting)
Special Events Dave Bennie 604-942-6167
Membership Melissa Mukai 604-421-1417
Newsletter Matt Townsend 604-253 4704
Director at Large Elaine Golds 604-937-3483

Other Key Volunteers:
Scholarship Lesley Fell 604-939-5874
Website Collin MacGillivray  604-469-7370
(email:colin_macgillivray@shaw.ca )

Streamkeepers Training Workshop
March 5-6, 2005

Contact Zo-Ann Morten 604 986 5059

zmorten@shaw.ca          www.pskf.ca

Thanks to our Sponsors

We are keenly aware of our volunteer
members who help us with the day-to-day
operations of the society, but we sometimes
neglect our corporate members who fund
many of our programs.  We’d like to use this
space to recognize them now.

-Burke Mountain Naturalists: contributed  to
our 2005 school programs
-Burrard Clean:  contributes annually to the
general fund
-Kiwanis Club of Coquitlam/Port Moody:
contributed to the general fund in 2004
-Onni Group:  a new corporate member,
contributed to our 2004-2005 school programs
-Pacific Coast T erminals: contributes annu-
ally to both our Fingerling Festival and our
newsletter, and also contributed in 2004 to our
school programs
-Polygon Homes Ltd.: contributed to our
2004 school programs.
-Reichhold Chemicals: contributed to our
2004 Fingerling Festival

We thank these organizations for being
good corporate citizens and becoming in-
volved with the community they serve.  We’d
also like to thank Fisheries and Oceans
Canada for their annual support of our hatch-
ery operations.

School programs were one of the main
beneficiaries of corporate donations
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Saturdays at the Hatchery

Whether it’s pulling a wooden bench out of the coho pond (left) or repairing broken plexiglass (center), cleaning
up after Friday night vandals is a regular Saturday morning chore.  Less regular is a visit from a black bear cub

(right) like the one we had this last fall

Marking the fins of juvenile coho (left) lets us recognize fish that were born at the hatchery when we see them
again in three years.  Seining the pond in June (right) is necessary to make sure that all of the coho have left.

After a good morning’s work, volunteers attempt to keep down some of Dave’s pancakes.
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Wild Salmon Policy or Goodbye Salmon Policy?
By Elaine Golds

When a report is released by government late on a Friday afternoon, it always raises suspi-
cions that the government is trying to minimize public scrutiny.  So, when DFO released the long-
awaited Wild Salmon Policy (WSP) on the Friday before the Christmas break, my alarm bells rang.
The WSP was originally circulated for public consultation in an earlier draft over 4 years ago.  The
50 page report released in December is, to my mind, certainly a cause for concern.  Why would
DFO shift to a complicated new policy framework at a time when the federal Ministry of Fisheries
and Oceans is strapped for cash and appears to be facing more cutbacks?  After all, it was only in
1998 that DFO released a policy entitled, “A New Direction for Canada’s Pacific Salmon Fisheries”.
That was a plan which put conservation first – has it already become outdated?

The WSP starts out sounding not too bad – its goal is “to restore and maintain healthy and
diverse salmon populations and their habitat for the benefit and enjoyment of the people of Canada
in perpetuity”.  However, given the iconic character of Pacific salmon for most people on the west
coast and the fact that salmon are a keystone species in many streams, stronger language would
be desirable.  This goal of the WSP will be “advanced by safeguarding the genetic diversity of wild
salmon populations, maintaining habitat and ecosystem integrity and managing fisheries for sus-
tainable benefits”.  But then the worrying words begin to appear...wild salmon will be managed by
first identifying conservation units (CUs).  A CU is defined as “a group of wild salmon sufficiently
isolated from other groups that, if lost, is unlikely to recolonize naturally within an acceptable time
frame (e.g., a human lifetime)”, which is a vague definition at best.  Although poorly defined, it
seems obvious that these CUs are too large.  For example, all the coho populations in the entire
lower Fraser River are placed in a single CU.  If I was to expect a sufficient number of coho from,
say, the Harrison River watershed to stray into Hoy Creek in Coquitlam and re-establish a lost run, I
would likely have to wait longer than my lifetime.  Yet, according the to WSP, coho from the Harrison
watershed and Hoy Creek belong to the same CU.

When the draft WSP was circulated for public consultation 4 years ago, many concerns were
raised over the lack of definition for the proposed CUs.  At that time, some members of the public
suggested there should be at least 9000 CUs for salmon in BC (this includes all 5 species).  In
contrast, the just-released WSP appears to indicate there are only 185 CUs of Pacific salmon in
Canadian waters including only 15 CUs for all coho in BC.   Because no map of the proposed CUs
are provided in the WSP, I can’t tell how large the CUs will be for the coho and chum of Noons
Creek – but certainly they will be far, far larger than Burrard Inlet.  When I expressed my dismay at
the lack of a map outlining the CU boundaries in the WSP or a clear definition of CUs, I was told by
a DFO official that, “There is no map of all the CUs as finalizing the identification of these is a major
task to be finalized in consultation with local organizations”.  However, they seem to be thinking
bigger rather than smaller: the WSP suggests several CUs could be lumped together for planning
purposes into what are called planning units – 56 of these units are proposed for all of BC.  The
devil may be in the details but DFO certainly won’t be.

The WSP goes on to state that harvest management will change from a focus on the conser-
vation of individual runs to conservation of the CUs, with ‘healthy’ CUs to be managed for “social
and economic considerations”.  This sounds like a strategy for DFO to abandon small streams and
rely on a few big runs to keep salmon production numbers up within each CU.  The WSP even
seems to anticipate some losses as it states “some localized groups of salmon may disappear
over time as the result of natural variation or human impacts”.  Can this be called conservation of
wild salmon? continued on page 6
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Water Quality Lab
Learn about water quality, aquatic ecology, stream, estuary, watershed stewardship and more!

Noons Creek Watershed Tours
Hands-on experience water sampling in Noons Creek watershed

Meets every Saturday at 10:00AM at the Noons Creek Hatchery

Everyone welcome rain or shine!

Information: Jim Mattson  604 469 0863

Hatchery Report
by Nancy Aichberger

COHO:(2003 Broodyear)
The 5400 coho fry in the over wintering pond that originated from Capilano Hatchery are doing fine
and growing nicely. Some of them are occasionally trapped and weighed by work experience stu-
dents. They will stay in the pond until May or June 2005 when they will be released to Noons Creek.

COHO: (2004 Broodyear)
The coho return this fall was way better than last year.  We were able to collect about 40,000 eggs
from our own Noons Creek broodstock.  For unexplained reasons mortality was on the high side, so
by January 15th we had only 30,178 eyed eggs. On January 19th our DFO technician Scott Ducharme
moved 8100 eyed eggs to Mossom Creek hatchery, also in Port Moody. On the following day he
moved 2189 eyed eggs to Hutchinson Creek where Larry Cardus will raise, leaving us with 19,888
eggs to raise for Noons Creek.

CHUM:
 From the 100,000 chum eggs taken this year we have reared 91547 eyed eggs, with most of the
brood from the Indian River.  Disaster struck when a sculpin plugged up the water supply to stack #1,
and most of the Noons Creek brood which had already hatched was lost.  We are now seeing high
mortalities in the remaining Noons Creek eggs, so we’ll have to wait to see what the total loss will be.

FINGERLING FESTIVAL 2005:
This year’s Festival will be held on Saturday, May 07.  We are looking for some new ideas and more
groups to brighten up the festival and make it unique. If you know about a group, or have a great idea
concerning entertainment call Dave or Nancy at the hatchery. We need also donations for our raffles.
Put your thinking caps on and help us out. It takes a lot of time to organize the festival and we can
always use more help.

Coho (left) and chum
(right) salmon that
returned to Noons

Creek in the Fall of
2004
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continued from page 4...
A greater emphasis in the WSP on maintaining wild salmon stocks rather than hatchery-enhanced

populations is commendable and is in line with recent initiatives of DFO to restore natural habitat in
streams rather than rely only on hatcheries or artificial rearing channels.  With regard to the Salmonid
Enhancement Program (SEP) under which so many local stewardship groups work in partnership with
DFO, adoption of the WSP apparently means that SEP will continue to evolve towards greater empha-
sis on community stewardship and habitat restoration.  This is also commendable providing, of
course, that DFO will sufficiently fund and support community volunteers.  Unfortunately, the WSP
lacks a strong and renewed commitment for funding to SEP and other stewardship initiatives.  It is
important that the WSP recognizes the value of community hatcheries like ours, especially in urban
areas.  Our hand-dug off-channel habitat at the hatchery provides a critical refuge area  as well as
valuable spawning habitat.   The salmon we produce at the hatchery are a safety factor in the event
that extreme high water flows flush out wild eggs or fish from the natural habitat areas in the creek.
Perhaps even more important is the valuable educational role that many smaller hatcheries like ours
play in local communities - they provide a focus around which to enhance public awareness and
appreciation for the salmon and all the other associated wildlife of a riparian ecosystem

The WSP also calls for changes to habitat management.  Apparently, DFO habitat biologists
presently spend 75% of their time dealing with project reviews, only 5% on monitoring and 20% on
“early intervention”.  A goal of the WSP is to shift DFO staff time so that more effort is spend on moni-
toring (20%) and “early intervention” (45%).  It has been my experience that time spent on project
review is well spent because it is a pro-active approach to preventing habitat loss.  Input from DFO
habitat biologists on, as examples, the Hyde Creek Integrated Watershed Management Plan in
Coquitlam or on habitat compensation projects for Noons Creek has been invaluable.  I would hate to
see DFO staff removed from such a role.

DFO hopes to implement the WSP through five Strategies, each with multiple steps.  Strategy 1
will entail standardized monitoring of wild salmon status which will include the identification of CUs,
colour-coding the CUs and identifying benchmarks to represent biological status, then monitoring the
status of the CUs.  Strategy 2 will involve assessing habitat status, developing generic standards,
indicators and benchmarks, monitoring within CUs then building linkages to develop an integrated data
system for watershed management.  Strategy 3 will be the inclusion of ecosystem values and monitor-
ing including identifying indicators to be used in  monitoring the status of freshwater ecosystems as
well as monitoring annual variations in climatic and oceanic conditions.  Strategy 4 will involve inte-
grated strategic planning which will specify long-term biological goals for CUs and groups of CUs.
Strategy 5 will be the development of a longer term context for annual operational and business plan-
ning.  I expect the identification of CUs and subsequent colour coding will take so much time and
create so much controversy that it will be some time before the WSP can proceed beyond Strategy 1.

When the draft WSP policy was released in 2000, extensive community consultation occurred
around the province.  Apparently, DFO feels that the WSP’s goals, principles and objectives were
established in previous consultations; this time, they  hope the public will focus comments on the five
implementation strategies.  A final WSP is expected to be announced by June 30, 2005.  My bench-
mark for assessing this new policy is to ask if urban riparian ecosystems will receive improved or
decreased protection and attention from DFO.  My reaction is that things are about to take a turn for
the worse if the WSP is implemented as presently written.

Comments on the draft WSP can be submitted until approximately the end of February by follow-
ing the links listed on the next page.  Just so that your well-crafted comments don’t get buried in a
bureaucrat’s summary, I also suggest that you send a copy of your comments to the Honorable Geoff
Regan, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, Parliament Buildings, Wellington Street, Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada, K1A 0A6 or email him at Min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.
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The trouble with biodiversity… is that it is inert. Go into your local bar, coffee shop or supermarket, or your
kitchen.    Stop somebody at random – your husband or wife, say - and ask:

- “What do you think about biodiversity?”
- “What benefit do you get from biodiversity?”
- “What are you doing to conserve biodiversity?

The chances are you will receive a blank stare.  (Glasshouse Partnership – “Assuring Biodiversity”)

We have seen this blank stare often, and of late it has been when we have brought up the Wild
Salmon Policy yet again.

Members of the Salmon Enhancement and Habitat Advisory Board , have completed a thorough
review of the WSP and will be sharing their comments and concerns within the Salmonid Enhance-
ment Program community. Copies will be posted on our web site (www.sehab.org) by February 18th.
We encourage your participation in reviewing and making direct comment to DFO.

This can be done at http://www-comm.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pages/consultations/wsp/default_e.htm if
you are able to view the policy on-line, you can use the search tool to find the specific areas within the
document that you have a particular interest in.

While there is a list of some 19 questions on page
 http://www-comm.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pages/consultations/wsp/consultques_e.htm,
it would be of benefit if you could assist in giving comment on any of them.

On Friday February 25 th, the Salmon Enhancement and Habitat Advisory Board  would like
to invite you to a gathering of SEP / Streamkeepers in order to review and comment on portions
of the WSP. This new policy will be the foundation for future decision making within the depart-
ment of Fisheries and Oceans.

Meet at the Holiday Inn
700 Old Lillooet,

North Vancouver, BC V7G 1A1
Follow Highway 1 to Exit 22, just north of the Iron Workers Memorial, 2nd Narrows Bridge.

6:30 to 9:00 pm.

Please bring with you, two statements concerning the policy. One positive and one negative.
These comments can be specific or general.

Fisheries is conducting a Multi Interest Forum on the WSP.  SEHAB will be taking part in this forum
and would like to ensure that the message that we take forward is that which the SEP community
has specified.

For more information please call ZoAnn Morten – Communications Chair SEHAB 604-986-5059

The Salmon Enhancement and
Habitat Advisory Board

www.sehab.org
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PORT MOODY ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY
RETURN TO: P.M.E.S. Attn. Membership

300 Ioco Road, Port Moody B.C. Canada V3H 2V7

Phone/Fax 604-469-9106 E-mail pmes@vcn.bc.ca

SOCIETY NUMBER S27189

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP DUES

q  $5.00/year Student q  $75.00/year Patron

q  $15.00/year Individual q  $150.00/year Corporate

q  $20.00/year Family q  $150.00 Lifetime

All donations are gratefully received. We are a Canadian Registered Society and as such Donations in excess of $10.00
qualify as Income Tax Deductible. If you would like a tax receipt, please forward your cheque with a note clearly stating
that you wish a Tax Deductible Receipt.

Please indicate which volunteer activities are of interest to you.

PUBLIC EVENTS HATCHERY WORK

q  FINGERLING FESTIVAL q  FISH FEEDING

q  GOLDEN SPIKE DAYS (ANNUAL) q  HATCHERY MAINTENANCE

q  SPECIAL EVENT DISPLAYS q  TRAIL/ENVIRONS MAINTENANCE

q  HATCHERY HOST (WEEKENDS, MAY-NOV.) q  POND CLEANUP

COMMUNICATIONS q  STREAM CLEANUP

q  CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS (MONTHLY) q  DIG SPAWNING CHANNEL(S)

q  NEWSLETTER ARTICLES WATER QUALITY TESTING

q  NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION q  REGULAR CREEK TESTING

q  TELEPHONE q  DATA ENTRY

NATURE EDUCATION

q  CHILDREN q  YES q  NO

q  ADULTS I would appreciate periodic phone calls
regarding upcoming events

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________Postal Code ______________________________

Telephone__________________________________________________________________________
                            Day time        Evenings E-Mail / Fax


