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Attention all Past, Current, and Future Members

2007 Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, February 1st, 2007

7:30 PM (doors open at 7:00 PM)
Social Recreation Centre, Room C

Guest Speaker (to be announced)
Election of Board of Directors

Annual Report on Events at Noons Creek Hatchery
Membership Renewal

Opportunity to Purchase Fair-Trade Coffee, Dried Fruit & Chocolate as a Fund-raiser for PMES

For more information see www.noonscreek.org or phone 604-937-3483

Fall at the Hatchery!

The rain is here, and so are the salmon

- Hatchery Update............................................................................................................Page 3

- PMES Volunteers Receive Awards..........................................................................Page 4

-Fingerling Festival Recap............................................................................................Page 6
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The Creek Crier  is published quarterly by the Port Moody
Ecological Society, 300 Ioco Road, Port Moody, B.C., Canada,
V3H 2V7

Editor: Matt Townsend
Phone: 604-253-4704

Email: mattinbc@telus.net
Submissions on any related topics are welcome! The editor
reserves the right to edit for length, spelling and grammar.
Reprinting of articles appearing in The Creek Crier is by
permission of the editor.

The Port Moody Ecological Society engages in community-
directed education fostering ecological awareness among all
ages.  We operate a hatchery and a water quality testing
laboratory on Noons Creek in Port Moody, and conduct nature
interpretation programs for elementary school students. We
also offer work/study experience to interested high-school
students.

New members are always welcome.  Membership fees are:

$5/yr. Student  $75/yr. Patron

$15/yr. Individual   $150/yr. Corporate

$20/yr. Family  $150 Lifetime

For more information about the Port Moody Ecological Society
call the Noons Creek Hatchery at 469-9106.

2006 PMES Officers
Acting President Elaine Golds 604-937-3483
Past President Tess Longdale 604-936-3928
Treasurer John Andrew 604-941-9257
Secretary Kathy Heisler
Hatchery
Manager Nancy Aichberger 604-524-5967
Lab Director Jim Mattson 604-469-0833
School
Programs Nancy Aichberger 604-524-5967
Community
Outreach Dave Bennie 604-942-8059
Fundraising
Director (currently recruiting)
Special Events Dave Bennie 604-942-6167
Membership Kathy Heisler 604-421-1417
Newsletter Matt Townsend 604-253-4704
Director at Large Elaine Golds 604-937-3483

Other Key Volunteers:
Scholarship (currently recruiting)
Website Jim Mattson 604-469-0833

(e-mail: Jim_Mattson@telus.net

Note from the Editor

The fall rains have started, and with the
rains return the salmon, and with the salmon
return the volunteers!  PMES members have
not been idle over the summer, though.  Our
faithful hatchery technicians Eric Olsen and
John Dunn made daily visits to the hatchery
during the dog days of summer, ensuring that
the coho in the rearing pond had adequate
shade and water flows.  Our lab director Jim
Mattson kept tabs on the water quality of Port
Moody’s streams, and everyone kept a watch-
ful eye on Suter Brook as construction of the
Suter Brook development continued.  Our
Acting President, Elaine Golds, continued to
attend development and policy meetings,
determined to stick up for salmon, birds,
streams and forests.

Some of the most important work our
volunteers do doesn’t always happen at the
hatchery: as our members learn more about
the environment around them, they become
watchdogs on their own accord, defending the
things that make this a place worth living.  As I
put together this newsletter and reflect on the
year past, I feel privileged to be able to meet
with many of these people on Saturday morn-
ings to drink some coffee, squeeze some fish,
shovel some slop, or whatever else needs to
be done at the time.

Some fine examples of the quality of our
volunteers are Dave Bennie, Jim Mattson, and
Ruth Foster, who’s tireless work was recog-
nized this year by organisations larger than our
own.  So once again, as often happens in this
space, I thank the PMES volunteers: we don’t
have a hatchery, an organisation, or a commu-
nity without them.

Thanks also go to Elaine Golds for writing
most of the material in this newsletter as I
prepare for an upcoming trip to Egypt, far
away from any salmon (or rain, for that mat-
ter).  Elaine has stepped up to the plate as our
acting president, and no one who has met her
would question her dedication.

Thanks everybody... see you at the AGM!

2007 Fingerling Festival

Saturday , May 5  11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Port Moody Rec Centre
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Hatchery News

COHO AND CHUM (2006 Broodyear):
Our hatchery technicians Eric Olsen and John Dunn have already harvested roe from several chum
that have returned to Noons Creek, and have also collected several coho whose eggs will be incu-
bated at the hatchery once they have “ripened”.  We’ll have a full report on the 2006 Broodyear in the
next Creek Crier.

COHO (2005 Broodyear):
Our coho fry in the over wintering pond made it through the low water and high temperatures of
summer, and even managed to evade a wily mink that kept breaking through the pond defences.  Eric
suggested that the mink kept them from getting too fat and lazy!

SCHOOL PROGRAMS:
Confusion in the school system over program fees resulted in a small drop in class enrollment for this
season.  We anticipate that this confusion will be resolved by the Spring: in the meantime, there are
21 classes scheduled to visit the hatchery for our Estuary Explorer and Salmon Cycle programs this
Fall.

HATCHERY GROUNDS ENHANCED BY NATIVE PLANTS:
In October, we had a planting bee at the hatchery.  Construction of a new microwave tower on Herit-
age Mountain required the clearing of small amount of forest in the upper West Noons Creek water-
shed.  To compensate for the loss of this forest (which, by the way, was not at all close to the creek),
BC Transmission Corporation financed the planting of native shrubs and trees around the hatchery.

We scheduled a volunteer planting day on Saturday, October 14 complete with pancakes served by
Dave and arranged for the rains to hold off until the next day.   Support from the City was simply
tremendous…we were consulted with regard to choice of plants, the City provided ample soil to
augment the dense clays on site and supplied all the hard labour.  Eric is looking forward to having
more shade over the rearing pond in a few years and Nancy is pleased that we now have a wider
variety of native shrubs around the hatchery for our educational tours.  In the course of searching for
suitable spots for planting, we realized that we have far too many invasive plant species taking over
our hatchery grounds.  Thus, we hope PMES members will be ready to roll up their sleeves (or down
for the blackberry) to do some serious weeding over the next year!

Thanks to all the volunteers including the City team (Polly Coad, John Vandergugton, Janet Swanson,
Rick Saunier, Julie Pavey);  Port Moody Scouts (Daniel Shearer, Mack Pickell, Todd Pickell, Kevin
Pickell) as well as Dave Bennie, Eric Olsen, Colin MacGillivray, Dave Jarding, Nancy Aichberger and
Carole Edwards.

DRINK COFFEE AND SUPPORT PMES:
PMES is fundraising with Level Ground, suppliers of fair trade and organic coffee, dried fruit, cane
sugar, Cocoa Camino chocolate bars, hot chocolate and cocoa. PMES receives 30-50% of the
product price (slightly less fromCocoa Camino products). We will have these products for sale at our
two big events, the AGM in February and the Fingerling Festival in May.

If you have any questions or would like to order before these events, contact kathyandken@shaw.ca
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PMES’s Winning T eam of Volunteers!!
by Elaine Golds

As is the case with so many groups, we are utterly reliant on the help of our volunteers.  Whatever
we are able to accomplish as a society, it is only through the dedication, expertise and willingness
of our volunteers as they provide countless hours of their time and unflagging enthusiasm.  In the
past, we have been proud and impressed when some of our members, including Nancy Aichberger,
Eric Olsen and Rick Simpson, receive official recognition for their outstanding efforts.  This spring,
three additional PMES members, namely, Dave Bennie, Jim Mattson and Ruth Foster, joined this
stellar group of award-winners.

In April, Dave won Port Coquitlam’s Environmental Volunteer
Appreciation Award.  Dave, a long-time resident of Port
Coquitlam, has kept a watchful eye on the Coquitlam River for
many years and is active with the Maple Creek Streamkeepers.
Fortunately for us, Dave commits most of his volunteer efforts
to our Noons Creek Hatchery.  Dave has been one our most
dedicated volunteers for well over a decade.  He is best known
for being the key organizer of our Fingerling Festival.  Each
spring, he puts countless hours into making the many arrange-
ments needed to ensure the success of this popular event.  In
addition, Dave has been willing to run hundreds of essential
errands and undertake almost any chore required to keep the
hatchery running.  In recent years, he has assisted Nancy with
teaching some of our school programs at the hatchery which
are attended by students from Port Moody, Port Coquitlam,
Coquitlam and Burnaby.

In May, Jim Mattson, a Port Moody resident, won the 2006
Environment Award from the City of Port Moody.  At 75
years of age, Jim is another long-term volunteer with the
Ecological Society.  He brings many special skills including
those of a retired chemistry teacher.  While a teacher at
Centennial High School in Coquitlam, Jim worked with Rod
MacVicar and Ruth Foster (see below) to educate students
in a unique program at the Mossom Creek Hatchery.  Jim
continues to remain involved with Mossom through the
Burrard Inlet Marine Enhancement Society (BIMES).  At
Mossom, Jim has been in charge feeding fish in the sea
pens for two weeks every spring plus maintaining and
repairing all the equipment required to operate the Mossom
Creek Hatchery.  He also provides an important liaison
between our two Port Moody north shore hatcheries.  For
many years, Jim has served on the Ecological Society
Board of Directors and remains in charge of our water
quality monitoring lab as well as our website.   Jim is al-

ways looking for students who wish to gain some practical experience by helping him out with water
quality monitoring of Port Moody’s streams. (continued on page 5)
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Water Quality Lab
Learn about water quality, aquatic ecology, stream, estuary, watershed stewardship and more!

Hands-on experience water sampling in Noons Creek watershed

Meets every Saturday at 10:00AM at the Noons Creek Hatchery

Information: Jim Mattson  604 469 0863

PMES Volunteers W in A wards (continued)
During Environment Week in June, another long-time PMES member, Ruth Foster, won a national
Award for Environmental Education at a gala celebration hosted by the Canadian Geographic Society
in Vancouver.  For many years, Ruth taught biology at Centennial High School where, working with
fellow teachers, Rod MacVicar and Jim Mattson, she helped to developed a remarkable program in
which students became stewards of Mossom Creek.  Helping to restore salmon runs to Mossom
Creek provided a range of unique learning opportunities for the students and allowed them to develop a
practical understanding of fisheries ecology.  The Mossom Creek hatchery, established in 1976 and
celebrating its 30th anniversary this year, was well in advance of other local educational hatcheries. 
Several of Ruth’s students went on to take post-secondary training in fisheries and biology and now
have productive careers in their chosen fields.  With a doubt, Ruth has been a great influence in the
lives of many others.

During her teaching years at Centennial, Ruth worked on devel-
oping a special curriculum for the Grade 11 and 12 biology
programs in which students learned about the wildlife of BC
(Grade 11) and salmon ecology (Grade 12).  One of the projects
Ruth’s students undertook was an ecological study of the
wetlands in what is now Bert Flinn Park.  Her students were
opposed to then-current plans to bulldoze the wetlands for
residential development so they appeared at a public hearing
and were very effective in asking for wetland protection.  Ruth
always ensured that her students got experience through real-
life opportunities!  Ruth retired from the School District in 2005
after spending a short period at SFU as a Faculty Associate in
Education where she helped to develop environmental pro-
grams and train student teachers.  She continues to work at
SFU as a sessional instructor and teach environmental science
methodology to student teachers.

Apart from her outstanding professional contributions, Ruth is also an active volunteer in the commu-
nity.  One of her current projects is working to eliminate invasive plant species from Port Moody’s
parks and ravines. She is also assisting with the development of a new set of interpretive signs for
Port Moody’s north shore parks.  Ruth has a special appreciation of the aquatic environment and loves
to be out on the water.  In this regard, she has volunteered for many years to assist Kiyoshi Takahashi
with his purple martin nest box project at Rocky Point in Port Moody.  We are fortunate that Ruth has
been a PMES member for many years and are thrilled to see her receive national recognition.
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2006 Fingerling Festival A Huge Success
by Elaine Golds

Every spring since 1992, the Ecological Society
has hosted our annual Fingerling Festival at
which we invite everyone in the community to
help us release thousands of chum salmon into
Noons Creek.  This year on May 6, we had good
weather, good crowds and about 35,000 chum to
release.  The line-ups of beaming children holding
buckets of baby chum to place into the stream
were some of the longest we had ever seen.
Dave Bennie estimates two thousand people
attended the event this year although it’s always a
challenge to get a good head count with activities
happening at both the hatchery and skating arena.
Given that our goal is to help families feel more
connected to the environment and enhance their
appreciation of the natural world, we were de-
lighted to have so many people in attendance.

For the first time, we had the popular children’s
entertainers, Bobs and Lolo sing some of their
marine-themed songs.  It was like being at a mini-
rock concert to watch tiny toddlers dancing and
hopping along to the music!  The children also
enjoyed the performing artist on stilts.  Once
again, Dave did an excellent job of bringing in over
thirty environmental and outdoor groups with a
wide variety of displays, information and activities.
One group attending for the first time was the
world-famous World Wildlife Fund that had just
opened an office in Vancouver and welcomed an
opportunity to get out into the local community.
The City of Port Moody provided excellent support
in terms of advertising, setting up tables and
space preparation.  Our Ecological Society mem-
bers turned out in good numbers, some with wee
babes in one arm, to assist at display booths and sell raffle tickets, tulip bulbs and memberships.

We could not have hosted this event without the tremendous dedication of Dave Bennie who spends
weeks organizing the Fingerling Festival every year as well as Nancy Aichberger who is busy with
preparations for several days.  This year, we had terrific assistance from Cynthia Van Ginkel who
applied her superb organizing skills and took care of many details.  City staff did all they could to en-
sure that everything went well.  On behalf of the City, Julie Pavey attended some of our Board meet-
ings to harmonize our planning; Rick Saunier was present throughout the day to ensure that all went
well.  Once again, Thora Ross and Louise Hiebert, Nancy’s long-time supporting neighbours, prepared
and dished up food to hundreds of hungry people

Bobs and Lolo sing to a captivated audience

Children release chum fry at the fingerling festival
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Fingerling Festival Supporters
As is always the case, we rely on generous supporters for their critical assistance in putting on our
annual Fingerling Festival.  For example, this year, as they have for many years, Pacific Coast Termi-
nals covered the costs of the food we sold and attended with their display and children’s activities.  We
were thrilled to receive very generous donations from two local developers, Onni Group (Suter Brook
development) and Parklane Homes (Heritage Woods) – their funds will be used to finance our school
programs and as well the Fingerling Festival.   Please see below for a complete list of our supporters
including those who donated raffle items.  We are indebted to every one of them for helping to make
our big event of the year a huge success.  We hope to see everyone at the 2007 Fingerling Festival –
needless to say, Dave is already busy planning for it.

We very much appreciate the ongoing support of the following major donors and contributors of
raffle items.  Their assistance was critical to the success of our Fingerling Festival.

Major Supporters:

City of Port Moody
Pacific Coast Terminals

Parklane Homes (Heritage Woods, Port Moody), Vancouver
Onni Group (Suter Brook Port Moody), Vancouver

Raffle Prizes Donors:

Reichhold Ltd.  Port Moody
Robert Bateman, Salt Spring Island

Framing and Art Centre, Coquitlam Centre
Sea Run Fly and Tackle, Coquitlam

Riverside Fly and Tackle, Port Coquitlam
Wild Bird Centre, Burnaby

Fountain Tire, Ken Potterton, Coquitlam
Village Toy Shop, Port Moody

Winexpert, Port Coquitlam
Therapedia Rehabilitation Centre, Port Coquitlam

BCIT, Burnaby
Burke Mountain Naturalists

Canadian Wildlife Federation
Ocean Fisheries Ltd., Vancouver
MacMillan Seafoods, Vancouver

Gold Seal Canadian Fishing Company, Vancouver

We also thank Parklane Homes and the Onni Group for generous contributions made to our
school programs.  These donations ensure that the small fee charged to students for our
programs remains affordable.  Our school programs are an integral part of the hatchery, and
we thank these contributors for their support!
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PORT MOODY ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY
RETURN TO: P.M.E.S. Attn. Membership

300 Ioco Road, Port Moody B.C. Canada V3H 2V7

Phone/Fax 604-469-9106 E-mail pmes@vcn.bc.ca

SOCIETY NUMBER S27189

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP DUES

q  $5.00/year Student q  $75.00/year Patron

q  $15.00/year Individual q  $150.00/year Corporate

q  $20.00/year Family q  $150.00 Lifetime

All donations are gratefully received. We are a Canadian Registered Society and as such Donations in excess of $10.00
qualify as Income Tax Deductible. If you would like a tax receipt, please forward your cheque with a note clearly stating
that you wish a Tax Deductible Receipt.

Please indicate which volunteer activities are of interest to you.

PUBLIC EVENTS HATCHERY WORK

q  FINGERLING FESTIVAL q  FISH FEEDING

q  GOLDEN SPIKE DAYS (ANNUAL) q  HATCHERY MAINTENANCE

q  SPECIAL EVENT DISPLAYS q  TRAIL/ENVIRONS MAINTENANCE

q  HATCHERY HOST (WEEKENDS, MAY-NOV.) q  POND CLEANUP

COMMUNICATIONS q  STREAM CLEANUP

q  CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS (MONTHLY) q  DIG SPAWNING CHANNEL(S)

q  NEWSLETTER ARTICLES WATER QUALITY TESTING

q  NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION q  REGULAR CREEK TESTING

q  TELEPHONE q  DATA ENTRY

NATURE EDUCATION

q  CHILDREN q  YES q  NO

q  ADULTS I would appreciate periodic phone calls
regarding upcoming events

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________Postal Code ______________________________

Telephone__________________________________________________________________________
                            Day time        Evenings E-Mail / Fax


