Port Moody Ecological Society

Annual General Meeting, 2010

7:00 pm, Thursday, February 18, 2010

Port Moody Recreation Centre

Minutes

The meeting commenced at 7 pm with Elaine Golds, President, as Chair. 

As members and guests entered the room, they were encouraged to sign the sign-in sheet and the petition circulated by the Georgia Strait Alliance, “Funding upgrades to Metro Vancouver’s sewage treatment plants”.

Attendance:  approximately 26 members and guests in attendance.

Regrets:  Kathy Heisler, Eric Olsen.  Minutes:  Sandra Niven.

1. Call to order and welcome.  Elaine Golds, President, welcomed guests and members.  

2. Presentation by Mayor Trasolini of the City of Port Moody’s Environmental Award to Ruth Foster, a PMES member, for her dedication to the removal of invasive species in many sites throughout Port Moody.  This award had been presented to Ruth in her absence at a recent Civic Appreciation Dinner; our AGM provided an opportunity for Ruth to receive her award in person.  She was also presented with a certificate of congratulations from MP James Moore.

3. Environment Damages Fund - Sandi Hollick-Kenyon (DFO) and Julie Pavey (City of Port Moody) prepared the grant application on behalf of the City, DFO and a number of stewardship groups.  It was announced on February 17 that this application was funded by ‘Environmental Damages Fund’, an Environment Canada program.  The application is titled, “What swims beneath”.  This four month program is worth an estimated overall total of $100,000 (including in-kind services).  Participating partners will include the Port Moody Ecological Society, City of Port Moody, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Metro Port Authority, Pacific Wildlife Foundation, Burrard Inlet Marine Enhancement Society, Burrard Inlet Environmental Action Plan, Burke Mountain Naturalists, Vancouver Aquarium, and other stewardship groups.  

The proposal is to conduct salmonid and non-salmonid fish inventories at sites within Port Moody Arm, look at the seasonal use of near shore habitats by salmonids and other forage fish species including tissue sampling to determine stock origin.

The scope includes opportunities to engage and inform local residents regarding the unique and important marine ecosystem values of Port Moody Arm.

4. Hatchery Report

· Dave read Eric’s report.  

· It was a tough and difficult year with a higher than normal mortality rate due to an otter, high temperatures of 23 – 25 degrees, bacterial growth that followed, and an inability to treat this in the pond.  Eric is considering doing a fish catch to see what natural numbers are in Noons Creek before the release.

i. Wintering outside pond.  Initial transfer 20,023 coho.

ii. Current population is 18,160

iii. Mortality was 1,863 coho

· 33,398 chum eggs taken from adult chum in Noons Creek

· 61,061 chum eggs transferred from Alouette River to Noons Creek Hatchery

· 61,061 destined for Schoolhouse South

· Anticipated fry release numbers:

i. Chum – 49,000

ii. Coho eggs from Noons – 27,000

iii. Coho eggs transferred to Mossom – 4,500

iv. Coho eggs transferred to Hutchison – 100

v. Coho eggs for Noons Creek – 10,000

vi. Balance fed fry to Schoolhouse South

· Estimated adult returns in Noons Creek for Fall 2009:

i. Chum – approximately 75 – 90 adults.  

ii. Coho – approximately 50 – 60 adults

5. Fingerling Festival Update

· 30 groups booked to date.
· Looking to book different groups this year to increase variety

· Booked local artists, eco-tour operators

6. School Program Update

· Dave said there were 9 “Salmon Cycle” classes and 3 “Estuary Exploration” classes offered this fall.  Dave and Nancy delivered the program.  The number of school classes participating is down from last year.

· Drop in numbers because fewer classes offered and new seatbelt laws which make it difficult for young children to get to hatchery site.

7. Water Quality Lab Report

· It is difficult to retain volunteers but Jim has been lucky to have 8 – 10 committed volunteers to do water quality testing each Saturday morning.  
· Very dry summer 2009.  Problems included very low flow, hot weather, warm water and poor water quality compared to 2008 but a good year nonetheless.  
8. President’s Report

· The volunteer work performed by the Board and other active hatchery volunteers is much appreciated and critical to the functioning of the hatchery.  Two  Directors are leaving.  Thanks to Matt Townsend for working for many years on the Creek Crier newsletter and contributing in many other ways and to Rick Glumac (a Director for one year) for updating the website.
· Supporting funds – We depend on DFO and the City of Port Moody.  We did not lose all of our funding from the City because the Fingerling Festival is considered a key event in Port Moody, for which we are very grateful.
· Business support – special thanks to Pacific Coast Terminals, Reichold Chemical and to all those that support us through donations for the Fingerling Festival and its raffle each year (as listed in latest edition of Creek Crier).
· Presentations – Dave Spence from the Port Moody Foundation presented cheques on behalf of PMF and Dave Harris from the Reed Point Marina.  $1,000 to the Port Moody Ecological Society, $1,000 to BIMES (the Burrard Inlet Marine Enhancement Society) and $882 to BIMES and the Mossom Creek Hatchery for a documentary being filmed by Glen of the charitable organization,  ‘Give Meaning’.  Mr. Spence invited members of the community to consider leaving an endowment through the Port Moody Foundation to continue supporting local needs and ventures.
· Elaine thanked the Port Moody Foundation, Reed Point Marina and Give Meaning.
9. Finances

· John read auditors letter, which stated we are in the same position as last year.  A copy is available by contacting him directly.

· John advises we had $24,000 in revenue, so our financial picture is good but now that the City, one of our two main sources of grants, has decreased the grant amounts, we need to be careful in regard to how the money is spent.  

· Main expenses were the cost of running hatchery and other programs.  We reported a $2,000 surplus in 2009.

· John read out the Treasurer’s Report.  Jim moved to adopt, seconded by Dave and passed.

· Jim moved to accept the Auditor Report, seconded by Sandra and passed.

· Ruth motioned to reappoint Ted Nikiforuk as auditor for 2010, seconded by Jim and passed.

10. Business Meeting

· Jim moved that the minutes from the 2009 AGM be adopted.  Seconded by Dave and passed.

11. Elections:  Victoria Otton called for any additional nominees to slate of directors as outlined in Agenda.  Called once, twice, third time, no new nominess.  New Board declared elected by acclamation.  

The following officers were elected to the Board for 2010:

· President – Elaine Golds

· Vice President – Dave Bennie

· Treasurer – John Andrew

· Secretary and Membership – Kathy Heisler

· Director of Hatchery Operations – Eric Olsen and Nancy Aichberger

· Director of Water Quality Laboratory – Jim Mattson

· Director of School Programs – Nancy Aichberger

· Fingerling Festival Co-ordinator – Dave Bennie

· Creek Crier Newsletter Editor – Sandra Niven

12. Guest Speaker – Rod MacVicar, Reed Point Marine Education Centre and Mossom Creek Hatchery presented a power point on “Marine Ecology of Port Moody Arm”.

13. My Hero video by Miranda Anderson was shown at the meeting.  Miranda won an international award for this video which was presented to her in Los Angeles, USA.  She chose the music and edited the video which profiled Ruth Foster’s work.

